
 

 

 

 

AHDH's Mission Report:Winter 2017,  

 Preparations for Summer 2017 Mission 

 
(Version française, apr¯s lôanglaise) 

 

 

 

New Orléans, LA 

 

April  13, 2017 
 

Dear Members, Volunteers   &  

                                                        Friends of AHDH & Haiti:   
 

On behalf of the Executive Committee of AHDH, Inc., I take, once more, an immense pleasure 

to share with you our latest mission report, AHDHôs Winter 2017 Medical & Educational 

Mission Report, our 68th since 1986, which took place from February 24 thru March 11, 

2017.  

 

Back in the summer, we tried to put in a capsule the extraordinary extent of our mission, one 

word came to mind, you remember? INEFFABILIS!!!  

This time we need to go beyond, maybe we can compromise for MEMORABLE !!   

Another extraordinary milestone in our mission  

 

Such a privilege, but so challenging to report (I would gladly turn over the privilege to someone more 

fortunate to have studied journalism) all the goodness witnessed in the company of so many (34 plus) 

ordinary folks doing extraordinary acts of love... from several US states, East to West Costs, or 

just from the town next door, Jacmel, or far away from the central area of Haiti. 

 

So many talents, so many gifted, generous colleagues and friends of AHDH, how privileged such 

company. 

And such an inspiring mosaic of backgrounds: Egypt, Ethiopia, Belize, Panama, England and US 

with its typical diversity of backgrounds. 

 

Please, meet, below, some of these beautiful 34 souls, used by definitely Higher-than-us power, 

which brought so much relief to so many less fortunate of our brethren. 



   
 

   
 

From:  

 

Eyes (Ophthalmology): As now you come to expect, the Eye-Team, under the leadership 

of Dr. Anika  I. M. is expanding by leaps and bounds: With the addition of a second operative 

microscope and table, to her own OR room, 2 cases can run at a time (photo below): No wonder 

from 35-40 cases a week, we now reach another score of 55 cases.  

Yes! 55 of our less fortunate brethren shed their cataracts and other crippling sight problems. (so 

far I can attest that she is not using yet mud and spit, like the Nazarene (John 9:1), but we will 

watch her.  

 
 



And her colleagues faithfully wonôt miss the rendez-vous (below left, on the right, Reynold M., in 

practice in Jacmel), or are back after a few years of absence (Erold J.F. below right, compatriot in practice 

in California) so glad to see so much progress, and ready to share his skills. Mille Mercis, Reynold 

and Welcome back, Erold. 

 

             
 

While mobilizing another brand new small army of colleagues: Muhammad E. (below left, 2nd from 

left, and below below, rt), Benjeil E, green bottom, and below below, left), Jessica S. (1
st
 from right); 

Optometrist: Tenesha B. (below rt. center, grey top); RN: Barbara Z. (below left, green cap); and ñSenior 

Angelò Amelia B. (below rt., center), Lindsey W. (blue top)  

     
 

            
While reminding the army of satisfied patients that invisible behind us is an army of benefactors: 

Rand Eye (Florida), Dr. Zwerling (NY) 
 



   
 

As it has become a routine now, 3 campuses are covered, namely, Hopital St. Joseph Campus 

(Ridoré); Cayes-Jacmel, (under the direction of our colleague surgeon, Dr. Louis P. you will meet soon in our 

main OR),below left: from left, Mrs Wilder, ADM, Claude V. (local, AHDHôs ñSenior Angelò), Eye 

Team leader Dr. Anika M., Salome B., Pre-med student, Cincinnatti, and Weber, ñJunior Angelò, from 

FL; Muzac (under the leadership of Mr. Ange and Mrs. Vanite L. and CODEM), and while extension to the 

community of La Montagne is under consideration for June, as that community has needs also. 
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With such ñdeploiementò, a total of 800 patients were seen, 600 corrective glasses dispensed, 55 

eye surgeries performed (cataracts, and others), a new record. Great job, Eye team! 
 

And the general crowd, from the whole County and Jacmel, Bainet and Port-Au-Prince, was there.    

       

 

ENT(ORL, in French): If you have had an opportunity to read our mission reports before, you must 

remember our excitement, a few years ago, when for the first time we could find an ENT doc to 

join us: Dr. Marie Gardys Phoebe J., (below, center) opened that avenue to our mission and she 

must have fallen, like AHDH, in love with the La Vallée community. We are all excited when 

she responds ñyesò to our invitation and ENT surgeries now is routine. Expectedly, she had 4 

surgical cases waiting for her, besides minors, and exam. Mille  mercis encore Consoeur Phoebe.  

 

  
 

General surgery: Our OR Team is another faithful component to our mission: A ñSenior Angelsò Club. 

Once more we were blessed with the contribution of 2 surgeonsô colleagues, Prof. Marie May. L.F, 

(above, 1st from left) practicing in Port-Au-Prince, but, loving teaching, brought once more one of her 
senior residents, Dr. Sancha N. B. PGY-3, (above, right w/green cap), who didnôt waste any time to show 

her autonomy, despite the spoiling from ñSenior Angelsò (left to rt) Sandra L.R., RN-Circulator, Celeste 

S.J, RN-Scrub and Diane (see more below pg. 12). 33 surgical cases went smoothly with such a team  

Dr. Louis P. mentioned above, in practice in Cayes-Jacmel,faithfully joined us again. We donôt unfortuna 

tely have any photo. Itôs probably time to fire Carl, the photographer. Anyone willing to replace him? 

We very much missed Roger B., MD, (Texas), who could not make it this time, but Amelia B. (see ñEye 
team, above) was there and as usual contributed as 10. Looking forward to having both in June. 
 

Anesthesio: How blessed we were this mission! 



Notified early enough, our colleague, Marie Lydie A.,MD, (below left, young patient in her arms) 

teaching at Hopital Mirebalais (State University), the newest and largest hospital of the country, 

was able to lend us her support the whole first week. This photo below will tell you how big our 

blessing: Caring to the detail for each patient. We just adore her.  

So seems one of her CRNA students, Fatima S.L.(below right), that she brought along. She seems 

to love our mission, therefore, her name may pop up again.An inspiration for our own RNs.  

So is ñOld reliableò Nadeige, CRNA (below left, on right), which was a pleasure to welcome back, 

and as usual very dedicated to our mission. We missed her good buddy, Stephanie, but she 

promises to be back in June.  

        
 

A son of the village, Dr. Ricardo M.(below left, 1st from left), was able to dedicate to us almost the 

whole week of Team-1, while introducing along a surgeon colleague(2nd from right). Now the road 

and the bridge are built, putting Jacmel a stone throw from Ridoré, our RN students coming out of 

Nursing School and some interested in CRNA program, there is a lot of potential between Hopital St. 

Joseph and Dr. Ricardo M., to make St. Joseph a full fledge system. Follow my glance! 

        
 

Preop/PostOp.: 

Our fortune didnôt stop there: A few years ago, a (single) RN, joined our mission, (Keith, below 

green top) and left an impressive imprint in the Pre-op area. When he shared his decision to come 

back, not only we had vivid in memory his great contribution, but he announced that, surprise, 

there is now a Madame Keith and she is coming also: We had more than a double dose of the 

Porters: Camella (flower name, very special in Haiti), next to Keith, took charge of our pharmacy/storage 

room, armed with her laptop and left her own memorable imprint.   

 


